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TEAM KIRTLAND 


A BRIEF HISTORY of KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE 





» 1930s - 1940s - Aviation Arrives 


w 


1950s - 1960s - Atomic Era 





» 1970s - 1980s - Mission Changes 
› 19905 - 20005 – Renewed Missions 
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MAJOR COMMANDS OVERSEEING KAFB 


Air Force Combat Command, March 1941 

Army Air Forces Flying Training Command, December 1941 
Continental Air Forces, March 1945 

Strategic Air Command, March 1946 

Air Materiel Command, December 1946 











Special Weapons Command,* December 1949 


*Re-designated Air Force Special Weapons Center in 1952 and assigned to Air Research and Development. Command ` 


Air Force Systems Command (formerly AR 2x april 1952 -. 
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BASE HOST COMMAND, 1930-1950 Special Weapons Lommand 


December 1949 





HOOVER 


Air Materiel Command 


December (946 





CONSTRUCTION BEGINS 






Strategic Air Lommand 


March 1946 






JANUARY 1941 






Continental Air Forces 


March 1945 


Air Forces Flying Training Command 


December 194l 


Air Force Lombat Command 





March 1941 
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TRANSPORTATION CROSSROADS 


In 1706, Governor Valdez wrote the Viceroy in Mexico City that he had founded the Villa de Alburquerque,* 


named in honor of the Spanish duke. By the beginning of the twentieth century Albuquerque was rapidly 
becoming a modern transportation crossroads. 





*The spelling later changed to Albuquerque reportedly due to a cartographer’s error. 


^ RAILROAD 


Albuquerques rail terminal opened in 1880. The Alvarado Hotel 
opened in 1902 and immediately began to draw tourists and 
celebrities to the city. 
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| PHOTO LEGEND 

(Above right) Alvarado Hotel, circa 1930. | 
(Background) Famed aviator Roscoe Turner at Oxnard Field, 1937. | 
(Bottom right) Central Avenue, US Route 66, circa 1950. 
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ALBUQUERQUE AVIATION 


Aviators quickly learned Albuquerque’s geographical locatic van сі 
Residents flocked to see barnstormers and celebrity aviators wh 





> FIRST AEROPLANE E DEMONI 


Exhibition Co. of New York sent pil 
and his Curtiss pusher by train to the C it 
assembled the craft and first flew on 11^ 


> SCHEDULED PASSENGER AIR SER 


» By the 1930s Albuquerque had two competing 
airports with scheduled passenger service. In 1937 





mE TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 








Approximate Scole 
1” = 4 MILES 








|. Oxnard Field 
1928-1942 
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3.West Mesa Airport 
1929-1962 
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2. The Sunport (Albuquerque Int'l Airport) 
|1939-present 
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ALBUQUERQUE ARMY AIRBASE 


In 1939 the U.S. Army secured land adjacent to the new Albuquerque International Airport. 
Construction of the base began in January 1941 with the first troops arriving in the Spring of 1941. 


+ 
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PHOTO LEGEND 
(Left) Completed base headquarters, 1941. 
(Center) Maj A.D. Smith, construction liaison officer. 
. (Background) AT-11 bombardier trainers, ca 1943. 
| (Right) First soldiers arriving by train in Albuquerque, 1941 (lower). 
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COMBAT TRAINING 


From 1941 to 1945, thousands of airmen trained at Kirtland Field in 
preparation for their eventual transfer to one of the combat theaters. 


^ FOUR-ENGINE TRANSITION 


From 1941 to 1945, pilots and crew members 
received training in the B-24. In 1945 transition 
training in the new B-29 began at Kirtland Field. 


^ BOMBARDIER SCHOOL 


From 1942 to 1944, bombardier cadets developed 
and honed their skills in B-18 and AT-1 | bombing 
trainers at Kirtland Field. 


^ GLIDER PILOT TRAINING 


In 1941 and 1942, potential glider pilots trait 
Kirtland Field. 4 











| PHOTO LEGEND 

. (Above) B-24 transition training. 
(Center) Completed base headquarters, 1941. 
(Background) Maintenance crew repairs an AT-11 bombardier trainers. 
(Below) Glider pilot training. 
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19th BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


Personnel of the 19th Bombardment Group were the first occupants of Albuquerque Army Air Base, moving from 
California to the clear skies and open spaces of New Mexico to finish outfitting and training in their new В-17 
bombers. On / December 1941, I9th Bombardment Group crews and planes were caught in the Japanese 
attacks on Hawaii and the Philippines. 


Back Photo - 19th Bombardment Group B-17 
destroyed at Hickam Field, Hawaii. 
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Below Left Photo - 19th Bombardment Group B-17s layover 
at Port Morseby, New Guinea, en-route to Clark Air Base, Philippines. 


| 














PHOTO LEGEND 


| (Lower right) Aircraft reclamation yard on Sandia Base, 1946. 
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SANDIA BASE 


In 1942 the U.S. Army secured what had been Oxnard Field and the land adjacent to it, including the former 
Sandia Girls School, to establish an aviation mechanics training center and repair depot. The mechanics' training 
program ended in 1943 along with depot activities and part of Sandia Base became a convalescent center for 
wounded airmen. As WWII drew to a close it became a storage and dismantling facility for surplus aircraft. 
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(Above left ) Aviation Mechanic training at Sandia Base, 1942; — 
(Background) Oxnard Field, circa 1950. 
(Upper right) Airmen's convalescent center, former Sandia Girls School, circa 1944. 
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COLONEL ROY CARRINGTON KIRTLAND 
PIONEER ARMY AVIATOR -| EZ 


1898-1901, Soldier, 7th Infantry 

1901, Commissioned, 2Lt, Infantry 

1911-1913, Student/Instructor, Aviation School 
1913, Commander, | st Aero Squadron 

1913-1915, Staff officer, Signal Corps Aviation School 
[915-191 7, Returned to Infantry 

1918, Served in France as inspector of aviation 
1919, Commander, Aviation General Depot 

[ 920, Commander, Rockwell Field 

1920-1925, Student/Instructor, General Staff School 
1925-1930, Staff officer, Army General Staff 
1930-1932, Commander, 2d Wing 

1932-1933, Air Officer, 2d Corps Area 

1933-1936, Air Officer, 9th Corps Area 

1936-1938, Staff Officer, Army Inspector General 
1938-1941, Retired 

194], Recalled, died on duty at Moffett Field CA 








KIRTLAND ARMY AIRFIELD 


On 25 February 1942, at the special request of General H. H. Arnold, Chief of the Air 
Corps, the air base at Albuquerque NM was renamed Kirtland Army Airfield in honor 
of Arnold's long-time friend, Colonel Roy C. Kirtland. 
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NAT’ L DEFENSE RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


In 1940, President Roosevelt created the NDRC to be a center for mobilization of the scientific community and 
the resources to maximize them in developing and applying the results of scientific research to defense 
purposes. The creation of the NDRC and, later, the Office of Scientific Research and Developed shifted the 
focus of federal science policy during World War II towards national defense. These offices oversaw major 
scientific developments throughout World War II until they were disestablished in 1947. 





PHOTO LEGEND 


J. (Left) Vannevar Bush, chair of NRDC and, later, OSRD. 
(Background) Bush and other members of NRDC, circa 1940. 
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PROXIMITY FUZE 


The members of the NDRC selected UNM physics chairman professor Jack Workman to assist the consortium 
of university researchers engaged to develop and test a variable timing, or proximity, fuze. The proximity fuze 
was a significant technical innovation in World War II. Workman acquired more than 30,000 acres near the 
Manzano foothills that became known as the New Mexico Proving Ground to test the proximity fuze. 
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. PHOTO LEGEND oe 
| (above left) Cutaway of WWII proximity fuze. os 
(above right) WWII munitions fitted with a proximity fuze. 

background) Towers used in the testing of proximity fuzes. 

| (bottom left) Professor Jack Workman with student affer. ИП. 
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MANHATTAN PROJECT 


The Manhattan Project was a research and development program, led by the United States with participation 
from the United Kingdom and Canada, that produced the first atomic bomb during World War II. From 1943 to 
1945, that part of the project at Los Alamos, New Mexico, was under the direction of Major General Leslie 
Groves, US Army Corps of Engineers, and Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, University of California, Berkeley 


i . On 
16 July 1945 project engineers detonated the first atomic bomb test device at Trinity Site, New Mexico 





| Gataia) Readying “Gadget е for T. Trinity Site test, July 1 945. 
. (bottom left) Project leaders inspect Trinity Site test tower remains, July 1945 


TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 




















Š 
| 
i 
š 
£ 
š 
Ў 
ў 





























TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 





BASE HOST COMMAND, 1950-1970 








Air Research & Development Command 


April (902 






Special Weapons Command 


December 1949 
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Air Force Systems Command 
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 





MANHATTAN ENGINEER DISTRICT 
(1942) 








ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
(1947) 


ENERGY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT ADMIN 
(1975) ! 











` DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
(1977) 
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| PHOTO LEGEND 
|. (Background) President Harry Truman signs the Atomic Energy Act of 1946. 
| (Lower right) David E. Lilienthal, first chairman of Atomic Energy Commission, 1947-1950. 
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SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORIES 


Sandia originated as a single-mission engineering organization for nonnuclear components of nuclear weapons and 
has grown to a multi-program laboratory engaged in research supporting a broad spectrum national security issues. 


^ Z-DIVISION 


> In 1946, Los Alamos Z-Division began moving to Sandia 
Base, which remained under the control of the U.S.Army 
for the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. 


^ SANDIA LABORATORY 


» Growth of Z-Division prompted its designation in 1948 as 
Sandia Laboratory, a separate branch of Los Alamos. in i 
1949, Western errans an | 
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` PHOTO LE JGEND 
(Upper right) Z-Division at Sandia Base circa 1946. 
(Background) Sandia Laboratory circa 1951. 
(Lower right) Field testing circa 1955. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TIMELINE 





WAR DEPARTMENT NAVY DEPARTMENT 
(1789) (1798) 





NATIONAL MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT 
(1947) 





DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
(1949) 
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PHOTO LEGEND 
|. (Background) President Harry Truman signing National Securdy Act Amendment of 1949. 
|. (Upper right) Stuart Symington sworn in as the first Secretary of the Air Force, 18 Sept 1947. 








TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 





ARMED FORCES SPECIAL WEAPONS PROJECT 


In response to the formation of AEC, military services formed AFS WP in 1947 to continue the military work begun 
by the Manhattan Engineer District. 


» ARMED FORCES SPECIAL WE. 
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* DOD renamed DASA as DNA in 1971. 2 p Sanii 
^ DEFENSE SPECIAL WEAPONS AGE 
» DOD renamed DNA as DSWA in 19 6 s. 


^ DEFENSE THREAT 


DOD merged On-Site Inspection. 


Administration, and elements of the 
form DTRA. 
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PHOTO LEGEND | 
` (Background) Manzano Base constructed for AFSWP. | 
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AIR FORCE SPECIAL WEAPONS CENTER 


In response to formation of Armed Forces Special Weapons Project, Air Force leadership established an 
organization on Kirtland AFB to serve as the service’s liaison with AFS WP and the Atomic Energy Commission. 


» TACTICAL & TECHNICAL LIAISON CMTE 


USAAF organized T& TLC at Kirtland in 1947 to serve as the single interface with 
atomic energy community. 


> USAF FIELD OFFICE, ATOMIC ENERGY 


AF re-named T& TLC in 1948 as a field office to continue liaison with atomic 
energy community and supervise atomic testing out of Kirtland AFB. 


» AIR FORCE SPECIAL WEAPONS COMMAND 


AF activated AFSWC in 1949 са research and development of emerging weapons 
technology. T 


^ AIR FORCE SPECIA 






L WEAPONS CENTER 


| PHOTO LEGEND 
. (Background) The Conviar B-36 was a common site at Kirtland AFB in the 1950s. 
. (Upper right) In 1947, then Maj Gen Curtis E. LeMay was DCS, Research & Development, Hq USAAF. 
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AIR FORCE WEAPONS LABORATORY 


In 1963 the AFSWC Research and Development directorates were used to form the Air Force Weapons Laboratory 
to investigate an extensive array of technical activities, including space experiments and nuclear weapon effects. 


» AIR FORCE WEAPONS LABORATORY 


» AFWL was formed in 1963 from elements of the Air Force Special Weapons Center. 


» AIR FORCE SPACE TECHNOLOGY C 


» AFSTC was activated in 1982 to manage space research and development. 


^ PHILLIPS LABORATORY. 


AFSTC renamed PL in 1990 E Ағ T 
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PHOTO LEGEND. 
(Background) AFRL complex on Kirtland. аве 1 982. 


s 


| (Right) Opening ar the Bn Pu orce Basie Sas. ааг f TER 








TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 





NAVAL WEAPONS EVALUATION FACILITY 


In June 1949, a small U. S. Naval Air Detachment began at Kirtland AFB to serve as a focal point of 


Navy aircraft nuclear weapons certification. By 1998 most work had ended and the remaining members 
closed down the Rio Grande Navy in April 1999 








NWEF personnel tested nearly every type of nuclear-capable aircraft 
in the Navy inventory. They were involved in the Nuclear 
Compatibility and Safety Certification of 32 different aircraft. 
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Би, ` | PHOTO LEGEND 
x ` (Background) T2V SEA STAR on Kirtland AFB flight line. | 
| (Upper right) A4E SKY HAWK over New Mexico. | | 
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58th WEATHER RECON SQUADRON 


Air Weather Service reactivated the 58 WRS in 1964 at Kirtland AFB to assume the mission and 
resources of AFSWC’s 1211th Test Squadron. The squadron was equipped with W/RB-57F 

> Canberras modified for high altitude, long range atmospheric sampling which included support of 
nuclear test monitoring. The aircraft were retired and the squadron inactivated in 1974. 








 PHOTOLEGEND è x 
7 (Background and righi) | WB-5 7E oft „ 5 7th Weather Reconnaissance -= d Kirtland AFB. 
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34th AIR DIVISION 








1948 — An Aircraft Control and Warning Center and associated radar stations established at Kirtland Air Force 
Base and assigned to the Albuquerque Air Defense Sector in 1950. 

1951 — Albuquerque Air Defense Sector inactivated and the 34th Air Division activated at Kirtland Air Force 
Base, assigned to Air Defense Command, and eventually composed of numerous squadrons including the 93d 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron at Kirtland AFB and the radar squadrons at West Mesa and Moriarity Air Force 
Stations. The 34th was responsible for air defense of New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, and part of Texas. 

1960 — 34th Air Division re-designated the Albuquerque Air Defense Sector assigned to 33d Air Division and 
charged with air defense of New Mexico and part of Texas; but inactivated soon thereafter. 








PHOTO LEGEND 
_ (Upper right) Operations area of 678th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron, West Mesa AFS. 
(Background) F-86Fs of the 93d Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Kirtland AFB. 
. (Lower right) F-86D of the 93d Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Kirtland AFB. 
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NEW MEXICO AIR NATIONAL GUARD 


The New Mexico Air National Guard was federally recognized 7 July 1947 and 
began as the | 88th) Fighter Bomber Squadron. The role soon changed to 
fighter-interceptor and in 1957 it became the | 50th Tactical Fighter Group. Іп 
October 1995, it became the ! 50th Fighter Wing and is now organizing as the 
150th Special Operations Wing, an associate of the 58th Special Operations 


Wing. NMANG AIRCRAFT FLOWN 


KOREAN WAR F-16,A-7, F-100, F-86, F-80, F-51,A-26, T-6 


In December 1950, NMANG mobilized with members serving in 
Japan and Korea. 
KIA - Lt Lucas & Lt Murray 


VIETNAM WAR 


In January 1968, NMANG mobilized with members serving at 
Tuy Hoa AB RVN. 
KIA - Capt "o MIA - Maj Neeld & Lt Lane 
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(background) NMANG F-80s on Kirtland AFB flight line. 
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BASE HOST COMMAND, 1970-1990 









Military Airlift Command 
July 1977 





Air Force Systems Lommand 


April IS 









70 | 71 |72 |73 |74 |75 |76 |77 | 78 |79 | 80 | 81 | 82 | 83 | 84 | 85 | 86 | 87 | 88] 89 [ 90 
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ALBUQUERQUE BASE MERGER 


For efficiencies, the Nixon Administration directed the merger of the three Albuquerque military bases 
effective 1 July 1971 to form what is now Kirtland AFB. 


>» KIRTLAND AFB 


» After WWII, Kirtland AFB transitioned into one of 


the Air Force’s premier technology and training 
centers. © | 


SANDIA BASE ! "T | 1 x 


wl DP we (u CO 
After WWII, the Manhattan Project’s Z Division | 


moved to the base becoming Sandia Labs. The base 
was operated by the U.S. Army for the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project, later the Defense Atomic 
Support Agency. 


MANZANO BASE - 


> After WWII, Manzano Base was constructed to 
support Armed Forces Special Weapons Project, 
later Defense Atomic Support Agency, activities. 
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CONTRACT MANAGEMENT DIVISION 


RELOCATION 


. Established in 1964 at Los Angeles AFS CA, Air Force Systems Command's Air Force 
. Contract Management Division moved to Kirtland AFB in October 1972. Division 
. personnel performed contract management in support of systems acquisition. 


BASE HOST 
With inactivation of the Air Force Special Weapons Center on 1 April 1976, AFCMD 
assumed Kirtland AFB host responsibilities with it's newly activated 4900th Air Base 


Wing. | 


і 


ІМАСПУАТІОМ 


With the consolidation of all DoD contract management into the Defense Contract 
Management Command, AFCMD was inactivated effective 30 Jun 1990. 
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COMBAT CREW TRAINING 


With the flying operations diminished at Kirtland AFB upon the inactivation of the Air Force 
pecial Weapons Center and crowding at Hill AFB UT, MAC's Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Service moved its 1505th Aircrew Training and Test Wing, re-designated Combat Crew Training 
ing in 1984, and the ARRS Museum to Kirtland AFB in 1976. 
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On 1 July 1977, following Military Airlift Command taking 
control of Kirtland AFB, the | 606th Air Base Wing activated 
to serve as the base host wing. ` 


1606th AIR BASE WING - 
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TENANTS for TEST, EVALUATION & INSPECTION 











AF OPERATIONAL TEST & EVALUATION CENTER 


Activated at Kirtland A | 1974,the Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center is a Direct Reporting 
tates Air Force. It is the Air Force independent test agency responsible for testing, 


itions, new systems being developed for Air Force and multi-service use. 


AF INSPECTION AGENCY 


Relocated from Norton AFB CA to Kirtland AFB in | 993, the Air Force Inspection Agency is a Field Operating 
Agency of Headquarters United States Air Force. It provides independent assessments 0 ^Ш nuclear 
surety, operatione т —— and healthcare to Air Force senior bn a | 











under operat а аі 





АЕ SAFETY CENTER | T 
Relocated from Norton AFB CA to Kirtland AFB in 1993, the Air Force Safety 











developing, — executing, a and evaluating Air Force aviation, ground, weapons, r nuclear. surely space, 





Beginning in 1979 as identifi cation, аба, Foe, Neutral Facility, nan the — „e nd and 
Control Simulation Facility in 1990, and DMOC in 2003,ACC’s 705th Combat Training Squadron operates this 
modeling and simulation facility with more than 30 simulators to improve warfighter capabilities through C2 

testing, tactics development, and training. 
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SPACE DEVELOPMENT and TEST 


» June 1993 - Space and Missile Systems Center space RDT&E 
activities relocated to Kirtland AFB 


> July 1995 — SMC presence at Kirtland AFB named Space at an 
Test and Evaluation Directorate 


> June 2001 —With re-alignment from AFMC to Air Force Space 
Command, Detachment |2,SMC activated at Kirtland AFB . 








MISSION 


| Develop, test and evaluate Air Force space systems, executes advanced space development and demonstration projects, and 
_ rapidly transitions capabilities to the warfighter. 





(background) ORS-1 (left) lifts off from Australia (right), June 2011. ` 
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BASE HOST COMMAND, 1990-2010 


Air Force Materiel Command 


January 1993 








Air Mobility Command 
Jung 1992 
E 







Military Airlift Command 
July 1877 










BUSH . CLINTON BUSH OBAMA 
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AIR BASE WINGS, 1990-2010 


» 1606th AIR BASE WING 


With the beginning of the 1970s, the | 606th Air 
Base Wing continued to serve as the base host. 


^ 542d CREW TRAINING WING 


On | October 1991, Military Airlift Command 
consolidated the | 606th Air Base Wing with the 
[505th Crew Training Wing to form the 542d 
Crew Training Wing to serve as both host and 
training wing at Kirtland AFB. 


» 377th AIR BASE WING 


On | January 1993 with transfer of Kirtland AFB 
to Air Force Materiel Command, 377th Air Base 
Wing activated to become the base host wing. 





PHOTO LEGEND ee Ce 
- (Background) 3 77th Air Base Wing cen persue! s an active Мака exercise. 
| (Above right) 3 77th Air Base Wing headquarters prior to security wall additions. 
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377th AIR BASE WING 


With the transfer of Kirtland AFB to Air Force Materiel Command, the 377th Air Base Wing, a highly decorated 
combat unit, activated on 1 January 1993 to become the base host wing. 


in 1985 whale it served as host wing for the | 
Kaiserlautern (military community. It inactivated in 199 





ОРНОТО! LEGEND 
(Background) 2 77th. Air Base Wing and RYN security Ако "oue an n attack o on a To on Son Nhut AB, 1 968, 
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HIGHAM PEREZ HARREL DILLS РЕҮЕВ ЕАКІЕ CLOSE ANDREWS FEEHAN SUMINSBY DUVALL MANESS KUBINEC MILLER 






Col Kubinec 
Dec 2011 





Koen Perez 


Feb 1994 
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TEAM KIRTLAND: A BRIEF HISTORY 





58th SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING 


Following the inactivation of the 542 CTW on 1 April 1994, Air Education and Training Command moved the 
58th Tactical Fighter Training Wing from Luke AFB AZ and re-designated the wing 58th Special Operations 
Wing to continue the training of special operations personnel at Kirtland AFB. 
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Det 1, 342d TRAINING SQUADRON 


Since 1976 Kirtland AFB has been home to pararescue (PJ) training. On 1 April 1994, Air Education and 
Training Command designated 342d Training Squadron for Battlefield Airman training—PJs, Combat 
Controllers, Combat Weathermen, and Tactical Air Control Party personnel. 
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NAT’L NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 


NNSA was established in 2000 as a separate organization within DOE for management and security of nuclear 
weapons, nonproliferation, and reactor "um NNSA has eight sites including three national laboratories. 
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AIR FORCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS CENTER 


In 2006, USAF (re)activated AFNWC, drawing upon the heritage of the Air Force Special Weapons Center, to 
become the Air Force Center of Excellence for nuclear sustainment. 
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